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Making Our Standards Work

* Knowing
* Teaching
» Assessing
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Criteria for ldentifying A
POWER STANDARD

» Endurance
» Success in other classes/Subjects
» Applicability on High Stakes tests...
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CONCEPTIONS about
POWER STANDARDS

» THAT Standards CAN be combined...

» 2 we SORT of like become 1 GOOD
ONE...

* NEVER!!
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QUICK REVIEW of WHAT we
Have Done...

* |dentified Power Standards...
* “Unwrapped” them...

» Came up with BIG IDEAS and
ESSENTIAL Questions...
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| What‘aré the Criteria for
Identifying a Power Standard?

» Endurance....
» Success in other subjects/future Grades
 Applicability on HIGH STAKES tests...
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Let's Préctice with one we
have identified...

« Itis a 6" Grade Language Arts
EXAMPLE...
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This is a good example
because...

» We can BACK-MAP it to importance in
the primary Grades... As well as
importance in future grades through
High School...

» Hereitis...
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* 6.IT-E.1: Identify and analyze the
author’s stated purpose, main-ideas,
supporting ideas, and supporting
evidence...
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Let’'s Review the Process of
“Unwrapping”

» We want to look for (Within the
standard) all of the concepts (nouns)
the kids will have to know... and all of
the skills (verbs) they will have to
demonstrate mastery of skill...
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“Unwrapping” Example”

*« NOUNS « VERBS
¢ Author’s stated « Identify
Purpose
) * Analyze
¢ ldeas (Main,
supporting)

« Evidence (Supporting)
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Now that we have ALL of
the SKILLS and concepts
listed...

* We can move onto BIG Ideas and
Essential Questions...
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What are the attributes of a
BIG IDEA??
Succinct (5-10 words)

Conceptual... NEVER a yes/no answer
Student friendly language...

» Never written as a teacher objective...

District of Columbia Public Schools




Keeping Our Promise to
the District’s Children

Here are some examples of
BIG IDEAS...
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Examples...

« “Algebra solves real-life problems when
numbers are unknown...

« “Power corrupts...

« “Use of correct grammar, mechanics, and
word usage in business letters creates a
good impression...

« “Itis necessary to participate in physical
activity to maintain a healthy lifestyle...
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¢ (27 Grade) “Fractions are more or less than
whole numbers...

¢ (KG) “Finding pictures/words on the cover
helps you choose a good book...

¢ (KG) “Plants need air, food, water, and light to
grow...
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* (1%t Grade)... “A good writer sequences,
describes, and sticks to the topic...

« “All living matter and energy flow through
ecosystems...(7th Science) | and are
recycled for the continuance of life... (9t
Biology)
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(High School)

“The history of law evolved in ways that made
democracy possible...

“Not everybody learns the same lessons of
history...

“A shift in the global balance of Power creates
different dynamics between nations...
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BIG IDEAS from Cell/AIDS unit...
Interdisciplinary unit with Social
Studies Teacher
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Identifying Big Ideas
Practice Activity

« Look at concepts and skills you have pulled
out...

« “What are the main ideas or enduring
understandings | want the students to realize
on their own after | teach them and they have
left my class?”

*« Remember to ALWAYS use student-friendly
wording
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Time to come up with Big
Idea(s)
» Now we have selected our Power
Standards and “Unwrapped” IT...

* Now we need to come up with some
BIG IDEA(S)
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Let's PRACTICE...

¢ In your groups... Spend some time creating
1-2 BIG Ideas from the “UNWRAPPED”

Standard...

« Take 20-30 Minutes to Create the BIG IDEAS
with your group...
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Let’s Share...

 Let’s hear from ALL of the groups...

» And come to consensus on 1-2 BIG
IDEAS...
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Essential Questions...
» How can we GET the STUDENTS to

state the BIG IDEAS...
« WE need to formulate QUESTIONS...
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Essential Questions
« Invite students into the learning process

* NOT JUST A restatement of the BIG
IDEAS...
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Characteristics of
Essential Questions
¢ Open-ended,

¢ Non-judgmental, but answering them
requires high-level cognitive work

¢ Succinct — a few words that demand a lot
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Benefits of Essential
Questions
« Teachers use as instructional filter
for selecting lessons and activities that

advance student understanding toward
Big Ideas...
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Guidelines for Writing
Essential Questions

¢ Proactive questions that lead your students to
discover Big Ideas

¢ Essential questions open-ended

« Write questions that take students beyond
who, what, where and when to how and why
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Examples of Essential
Questions
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Examples...

* (EQ) “How is descriptive writing
organized?

* (BI) “Descriptive writing needs to
include the main idea, supporting
details, and descriptive words...
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Examples...

» (EQ) “How is the sun’s energy
transferred to all living things?”

 (BI) “Plants and animals are members
of foods chains that get their energy
from the sun.”
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Examples...

* (EQ) “How was post World War Il policy
shaped?

* (BI) “International military, economic,
and social organizations shaped US
foreign policy after World War 11"
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Science Big/ldeas—
Essential Questions

¢ Grade 8 (EQ) Why do life forms behave the
way they do? How do acquired skills and
inherited and genetically altered traits impact
all forms of life?

¢ (BI) Life forms reflect inherited traits,
genetically cultivated traits, and acquired
skills...
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More examples

» Grade 2: (EQ) How/why do offspring
look like their parents?

« (BI) Offspring look like their parents in
many ways because of the genes they
get from them...
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Energy Example...

» EQ: Does the energy in a roller coaster
ride disappear when the ride is over?

* (Bl) Energy can change... But never
disappears...
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» EQ) Does friction affect work and
motion?

* (BI) Forces such as friction can affect
motion and work by making them more
difficult...
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Creating Essential
Questions...

From...THE BIG IDEAS we created...
Let’'s match some Essential
QUESTIONS to get kids to tell us the
BIG IDEAS...
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Let’'s PRACTICE...

In your groups... Spend some time creating
1-2 Essential QUESTIONS from the BIG
IDEAS linked back to our‘'UNWRAPPED”
Standard...

Take 20-30 Minutes to Create the
ESSENTIAL QUESTION... with your group...
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Let’'s Share...

* Let's hear from ALL of the groups...

» And come to consensus on 1-2

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS...
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Practice

» Choose a strand in ELA or Mathematics
Identify the Power Standard(s)

Unwrap 1 of those standards

Identify the Big Ideas

Formulate Essential Questions
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Plan for Sharing Out

» Groups/teams return to show the entire

“Knowing The Standards” process:

— Power Standards

— Unwrapped Standard

—Big Ideas

— Essential Questions

— Any Insights gained
 Discussion and feedback
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What are next steps...

* Creating “Performance Tasks” for
students to demonstrate proficiency of
skill...of the identified Power
Standards...

» Engaging Scenarios to motivate
students and make learning authentic...

District of Columbia Public Schools




